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ABSTRACT

A Study on Kim Seung-ok's Novels

-Focusing on the characters' actions against the realities—

Lim Dong-mi
Majoring in the Korean language eduction
The Graduate School of Education

Sogang University

Kim Seung-ok was a writer succeeding in describing disorderly
situation of the 1960's in literary way. Since the dispute over
generation, Kim Seung-ok was thought to be a representative writer
of the 1960's. A lot of critics said that Kim Seung-ok's novels
reflected not only changes of overall society of the day but also
individuals' consciousness and conflicts the best and Kim was a
fresh writer from point of view of languages to do "the revolution
of sensibility" as "a frontier of the Korean literature of the
1960's".

Kim Seung-ok novels were researched regarding the generation
paying attention to freshness of his literature comparing with the
postwar novels, individual literary works and study on writer based
on all of his novels. However, the research was limited to short

novels to evaluate medium-length novels and full-length novels



inadequately, and to classify the times at changes of his novels
unclearly.

The paper examined Kim Seung-ok's novels considering those
problems. The novels' characters had extraordinary interests of the
day, emotional and moral inclination, the desire and other internal
features. The characteristics should be investigated to find out
values of the novel works. This is because novels pursue true and
genuine values of individuals having problems at corrupt society.
Characters' action against the realities should be investigated to
know problems of the day and the values that a writer looked for.

The study classified Kim's novels into two parts considering the
characters' actions against the realities. The novels of the former
term ranged from 'Saengmyeong Yeonseub' to 'Mujin Kihaeng' that
described individuals who were confused by the identity of corrupt
realities to wander from place to place. Thinking of a crisis of
ethics, individuals made 'self-world' to recover their identity and
to suppress other persons and show closed personality being isolated
from outside world. At last, individuals could not recover their
identity to commit suicide or to adapt them to corrupt realities. On
the other hand, the novels of the latter term ranged from 'Chana
Hanjan' to 'Meonjieui Bang'. Those novels described the ones who
adapted them to the realities, and disclosed social problems of the
day. The Korean society accomplished rapid economic growth from the
1960's to the 1970's. The economic growth was attained neglecting

spiritual values to create a lot of social problems, such as loss of



spiritual values, alienation, and mammonism, etc. Men did not
believe each other and thought much of material values rather than
spiritual values to destroy social order gradually. The novels of
the latter half of the 1960's described self-consciousness and
self-examination of the ones who lived life in corrupt way. In the
corrupt society, men should not give up life to make efforts to
recover social order with love of their own life. Then, the novels
of the latter term showed true and genuine life of individuals.

The novels of the latter term were degraded to be popular novels
and did not describe a writer's consciousness. All of Kim Seung-ok
novels described stories that individuals lived true and genuine
lives at corrupt society. The novels of the former term described
the ones who were confused with identity to wander from place to
place, while those of the latter term did the ones who made efforts
to look for true and genuine life.

This study described that the novels of the latter term were put
on an extension line of the ones of the former term, and it examined
a writer's consciousness of not only short novels but also

medium-length novels and full-length novels.
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